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... -germ-warfare: weapons in’, violation . of

Fé“"ﬁ" Ruéé

WASHI"GTOV %netm al]:morrof
mxhtary facﬂmw at,.‘several pharma-
ceutical factories - .has’"caused | United
-States., mtelllaence . analysts’ to. ‘suspect
that Krean Teaders are . sfockpnlmg

trP?twes a Houvse studv.has’ concluded; .’

.The report, by.'the House’ Intelhgence
Ovemerht Subcommittee, ' disclosed, the
/troubling. evidence of Soviet germ war |
‘preparations . in’ Siberia “and” elsewhere
while investigating whether the’ Carter
“administration,” disclosed ; details™ of _an
anthrax- epxdermc nS:bena for polmcal
purposes . NN

As;many .as. '1,000 persons dxed "last’
'year of the arimal-borze ‘disease when’
-they. inhaled. anthrax . germs ‘that'-es-’

caped. from a laboratory ,in Sverdlovsk_

- afters.a- small- explosxon ‘US:
-"- disclosed recer;tly

-5 DRAWING ON-

ports and ‘other: -classified”™ data “the |
Hmverd--
. Jovsk - is only:-one of ‘several sites where"
| army ‘units- are- now in' place- at pharma-
] ceutical plants-“known from open litera~
? ture to' have-biological facihtxa nF Ay
! The-Bjological: Weapons-Treaty. o£1975°
prohxblts both'the* U.S.*and Soviet miliz.
«-tary‘from_stockpiling ‘germwar weapons
;.The report. pointed out that' the: U.S has"|
{ removed mlhtary ~units ' from its--old
. germwar., plants m,keepmg thh - t.he,
¥ letterand.spm “of the treaty. it
¥ ‘“"l'!:lu.'«x,.1 4 1P & dxsturbmg “that

s ties at. mxcrobnologlc-al lants smce the
i negohatxon ‘and” sxgmng of the' conven-

o .
< U.SS.Rmay have builg rmhtary Tacili- 4

[ tion,’" the comiittee report s said. ; Has

3oy rwade s

'I‘HF DOCU\!ENT ‘was released by

" Rep: Les’ Aspin [D., Wis.], who initiated

the -investigation to determine -whether
. administration oificials ; leaked intelli-
gence reports. about -Sverdlovsk- to pun~

. ish the Soviets for invading Afg

- Making" such political use:of CIA ‘data
I could reduce the acency’s effectlveness,
Aspm warned at the time: iz oo it iens

" Instead," the~subcommitteé found not

f only that the- administration acted prop|

’-erly’but also-that the-Russians’ behavior
. over*the Sverdlovsk- incident; raises qués-
txons about Whether-they would cheat o3
a nuclear arms treaty. S~ T ~-ﬂu-"'!
" After the-U.S." disclosed the’ accxdent

Sovxet- spokesmen. insisted ‘that. the.an-

. thrax-epidemic.'was caused "by_ tainted
“meal"in Sverdlovsk. .But, Aspin’s report
- indicated that. 'the CIA ‘found that_the
* fatal anthrax.was a rare form usua!lj
created in Iaboraton%

THE‘ SVERDLOVSK victims' mhaled
the “ant¥rax- spores, -whereas nearly aw
‘ naturally - occurring “anthrax'* cases -are
--caused by eating tamted -food* or, toucn-
mg the germs the-renorbsa‘d

'I'he only naturally Dccumnd anthrax
cases ‘traced’"to ~inhaling the germs
. involve - -workers “who_ shear- mfected
" .sheep.*:““So,” " said -Aspin, ““‘when - “you:
have- information that confirms numer-
ous ‘deaths in an urban area-from inha-
lation * anthrax,  you. know _that. some-
*where ‘along the line- 'there - was. a-man--
“made- concenhatmn of the spores: thaf
got into the -air <“or else’the Soviets
‘ have & weu-camouﬂaced sheep-sheanng
operatxon.” AR

-Aspin also questioned why the- SowetS"
lxed apout’the tainted mieat: ‘when’ they:
*_could~have - simply sald’ there was an’
“aceidént involving germs being kept for
" peaceful rsearch Wthh the treaty per-.
xmts* : 5 ;

: A LEADI\G conoressmnal hb-
eral, pointed - out -that the now—ataLed
Strategic® Arms™ Limitation” Treaty con- |
tains restricfions that could be difficult’
to.verify. for compliance,:such as ‘Tange 3
of missiles and size of rockets: ... %, i
(It may,_be that.-in-the- future - only:-
those. arms-control . .agreements that are:;
verifiable in the narrowest terms can be
‘seriously .considered,”, Aspin said._. “The 3
consequences of thxs would be grave— S
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